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All meter bases shall be Gallatin Dept. of Electric (GDE) approved meter bases, see GDE meter 

base policy.  All meter base locations must be approved by GDE’s Engineering Dept. 

 

Construction 

GDE’s normal primary construction is overhead (OH).  Customers that require more than a 250’ span of 

primary to serve a residential dwelling will pay for the estimated cost of construction before GDE will 

begin construction.  The customer will sign a “Residential Aid to Construction Contract” with GDE.  

GDE requires a 30’ cleared right of way for line construction.  If a customer wishes to have underground 

(UG) primary construction, the customer will pay the cost difference of OH vs UG before construction 

will begin, and also install conduit and sleeves per GDE conduit layout. 

 

Ownership/Repairs 

Meter bases, service conduit from meter base to GDE’s secondary equipment, risers, and point of 

attachment are the customer’s property and the customer’s responsibility to supply, maintain, and repair.  

GDE owns and maintains OH and UG service wire, except on underground services 600 amps and 

above, and OH service connections. The customer installs, owns, and maintains the conduit and service 

wire on underground services 600 amps and above.  The service size is the sum of all meter bases per 

building.  Residential customers changing out meter bases, doing panel upgrades, or any major electrical 

repair will be required to update service to GDE specs as well as meeting all current NEC/NESC code 

requirements.  Any overhead service installation must be approved by GDE Engineering Dept.    

 

Underground Service 

Underground electric service is required for all new residential housing in new developments.  New 

residential housing in existing overhead developments must have underground service unless overhead 

is preapproved by GDE Engineering Dept.  The customer is responsible for all ditch and conduit 

installations (see GDE Underground Service Specs, pg8).  Customers with direct buried services that 

require repairs will be responsible for all ditch and conduit installations (see GDE Underground Service 

Specs, pg8).  All conduit shall be inspected by GDE or GDE’s approved agent before being covered. 

 

Apartments/Multi-Unit Dwellings 

The customer installs, owns, and maintains the conduit and service wire on underground services 600 

amps and above.  The service size is the sum of all meter bases per building.  Multi-tenant developments 

will be required to provide, install, and maintain service conduit and wire to all buildings if one building 

exceeds the 600amp service size.  GDE will not mix GDE service wire and customer service wire in 

these developments.  All apartment/multi-unit dwellings shall have meter bases numbered to GDE specs 

(see Meter Base Label, pg14).  Multi-gang meter bases must be approved by GDE’s Metering Dept.  

Meter troughs will not be allowed (see Secondary Termination Enclosures, pg4). 

 

Modular and Manufactured Homes 

Modular homes are defined as a house that comes in more than one piece and assembled on the home 

site.  Manufactured homes are one piece houses with axles, commonly referred to as “mobile homes” or 

“trailers”.   Meter bases may only be mounted on modular homes that have a permanent foundation, 

tongue removed, and are certified by the manufacturer that the building is rated for such an installation.  

These services will be underground (see GDE Underground Service Specs, pg8).  Homes not meeting 

these requirements and all manufactured homes will have underground service to a meter pedestal (must 
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be approved by GDE Metering Dept.) no more than 20’ from building (see GDE Underground Service 

Specs, pg8). Overhead service to risers or service poles will only be allowed if preapproved by the GDE 

Engineering Dept.  The service poles will meet the minimum specs listed in GDE Pole Setting Specs 

along with all current NEC/NESC code requirements.    

 

 

Secondary Termination Enclosures 

GDE shall not connect to any new troughs.  Secondary termination enclosures (provided by the 

Customer) will be used on all new services requiring multiple meters where ganged meter bases are not 

used.  Existing troughs shall be replaced with secondary termination enclosures under the following 

circumstances: Adding new load, upgrading service, adding a new service, or replacing GDE line side 

conductors.  

 

Each individual service in the termination cabinet shall be labeled by unit number, suite number, or 

space number on the service cable for disconnect/reconnect purposes.  The labeling must be approved by 

the GDE Engineering Dept.  All conductors shall be routed behind the termination cabinet buss work. 

 

Secondary termination enclosures can be purchased at local electrical distributors.  Enclosures are the 

property of the Customer.  GDE requires a GDE lock on these enclosures.  A GDE employee will 

unlock the enclosure for the Customer when necessary.   

 

The following are acceptable part numbers for termination enclosures. Any enclosure not listed must 

approved by GDE’s Engineering Dept.  

 

CMC (Connector Manufacturing Company)  Wall Mounted three phase 

     
 

A disconnect is allowed in front of the termination enclosure.  A disconnect is not 

allowed between the termination enclosure and the meter base. 
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Meter Bases 

- Location shall be approved by GDE’s Engineering Dept. 

- Shall be surface mounted and on a permanent structure controlled by the Customer. 

- Shall not be located in areas that are closed off by porches, decks, patios, fences, walls, screens, etc. 

- GDE shall have unobstructed access to meter base. 

- Shall have a 6’ clearance from any obstruction in front of meter base 

- Shall be mounted 5’6” from ground to center of meter base. 

- GDE/Customer service wire will enter left side of meter base, customer load wires will exit right 

side facing meter base.  

- Shall be an approved meter base. 

- Shall be installed to NEC requirements.     

 

 

        

Temporary Electric Service Policy 

The Gallatin Department of Electricity (GDE) will provide electricity to customer owned temporary 

boards according to the following guidelines. 

 

1. Temporary boards must be labeled with the address and lot number, and pass an electrical 

inspection by the State Electrical Inspector each time the board is installed or relocated. 

 

2. Temporary boards must be underground fed temporary board unless approved by the GDE 

Engineering Department. 

 

3. Temporary board location must be approved by the GDE Engineering Department. 

 

4. Temporary boards that are approved for overhead installation shall be rigidly installed in the 

ground (2’ min for post and braces) with braces or guys to adequately support the overhead 

service conductors and the weight of a 250lb man on a ladder leaned against the temporary 

board.  There shall be an eyebolt attachment for GDE’s service conductors.  The attachment 

point and ground clearance to service wire shall meet the National Electric Code and National 

Electric Safety Code.  The overhead temporary board shall not be installed more than 100’ from 

GDE’s approved pole.  

 

5. Temporary boards requiring more than 100’ of overhead service wire or when temporary 

construction is required, the total installation and removal cost will be paid by customer before 

work will begin.  The cost to install a transformer to feed a temporary board will be $200.00. 

 

6. Customers or contractors will not remove a temporary board until the meter and service wires 

have been disconnected and/or removed. 

 

7. GDE will charge a $100.00 temporary board fee.  This amount covers the installation and 

removal of the service wire.  If additional trips are made, there will be extra charges.  This 

charge does not include meter service charge and deposit. 
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GDE Underground Service Specs. 

Inspection Inspection 

Trench *Shall meet all OSHA standards 

  *Shall be free of construction debris and large/sharp rocks 

  *Shall be a straight line from GDE secondary box to meter base 

  *Shall not be located under any permanent structures  

  *Backfill, soil free of material that may damage conduit or gravel.   

Conduit *Conduit will be inspected prior to backfilling ditch. 

  *Service size 200-400 amp 3" schedule 40 PVC conduit 

    Service size of 600 amp shall be 2-3" schedule 40 PVC conduits 

  *Expansion joint required on all services below meter base 

  *Conduit above ground shall be schedule 80 PVC 

  *Only two 90˚ 24" radius PVC Schedule 80 elbows may be used. 

  *30" minimum depth with  a minimum 12" separation (vertical and horizontal) 

  from other utilities (excluding AT&T/Comcast service drops). 

  *Pull String required 

Meter Base *Must be installed and meet GDE meter base policy 

Ground rod/wire *Must be installed per NEC code requirements. (Driven in undisturbed soil) 

 

* All inspection requirements must be met before notifying GDE for an inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GDE Pole Setting Specs. 

Pole Height Set depth with dirt backfill 

25' 5' 

30' 5' 

35' 5.5' 
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         GDE Underground Primary/Secondary Specifications 

 

* All inspection requirements must be met before inspection is called for. 

 

 
 

Inspection Requirements 

Conduit 
*Conduit will be inspected prior to backfilling ditch. 

  
*All work shall be performed to the GDE conduit drawings and details. 

  

* Primary conduit - 48" depth with minimum of 12" separation (vertical and 

horizontal) from other utilities. 

*Secondary conduit - 30" depth with minimum of 12" separation (vertical and 

horizontal) from other utilities. 

  

*90 degree elbows - 2” galvanized 24”radius 

                               - 4” galvanized 36”radius 

  
*Backfill, soil free of material that may damage conduit or gravel.  If clean backfill 

  
is not available, #67 gravel will be used. 

  

*Conduit damaged before wire is installed must be replaced/repaired by 

developer. 

  
*All conduit Installed in existing GDE equipment must be coordinated with GDE. 

Final 

*Sleeves shall be installed to GDE Fiberglass Pad Detail and be level. 

*Concrete pad shall be poured to GDE Concrete Pad Detail. 

  
*500lb minimum pull string installed in conduits. 

  
*All property pins shall be installed and labeled. 

  
*Grade shall be within six (6) inches of final grade. 
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